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October 10, 2017 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re:  Connect America Fund, WC Docket No. 10-90 
 Comments on Preliminary Determination of Rate-of-Return Study Areas 
 100 Percent Overlapped by Unsubsidized Competitors 
 
On August 11, 2017, the Wireline Competition Bureau (“Bureau”) released its preliminary 
determination of rate-of-return study areas that are 100 percent overlapped by an unsubsidized 
competitor. 1 Vantage Point Solutions, a consultant for Farmers Telephone Co-Batavia 
(“Batavia”), files these comments to dispute the Bureau’s preliminary determination.    
 
In the Public Notice, the Bureau preliminarily determined Batavia’s study area in Iowa 
(SAC:351175) is 100% overlapped by an unsubsidized competitor with qualifying service at rates 
that are comparable to those in urban areas, Natel. Currently, $77.98 is the benchmark for 
service at 10/1 Mbps, with unlimited usage.1 Additionally, fixed voice services were not 
available at one of the locations requesting service.  As shown in sworn statements by Mark 
Willhoit and Greg Adam, who made preliminary inquiries regarding Natel’s service in Batavia’s 
study area and found that Natel is unable to provide qualified service to all locations in at least 
two census blocks (191799611003048 and 191799601001052). Please see the following two 
sworn statements as evidence.    
 
For the reasons set forth herein, Vantage Point Solutions on behalf of Batavia submits that the 
Bureau’s determination is incorrect.  This evidence indicates Batavia is not 100% overlapped by 
an unsubsidized competitor and not subject to the elimination of high-cost universal service as 
adopted in the 2011 USF/ICC Transformation Order.   
 
      Regards, 
       
      /s/ Heath Koth 
 
      Heath Koth 
      Senior Financial Analyst 
      Vantage Point Solutions 
 
 
























